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in your paper, I have been in expectation of 
2 Reply to it from ſome perſon of leiſure and abi- 
1 2 9 but as nothing of this kind has yet et 

J hope it will not be deemed impertinent if a ſtran- 
2 preſent you with a few femarky. on that per- 
ormance. 


The doctrine of the Grinity of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt i is undoubtedly a ſub ubjer of great importance; 


becauſe, as an ingenious Writer® has wel obſerved, 
itre the OBJECT of our worſhip. If Teſus 
Chriſt be not truly and properly God, they, who 

worſhip him are guilty of idolatry; if he be, they 


reſent him as a nere man do him un- 


who rep 
ſpeakable diſhonour, and rob him of that Slory 
which is due to his name. 
Several attempts have of late been made to un- 
ſettle your minds with e to this L ane 
1 * 17 ; : .a6 
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\ INCE Mr. Fern 8 rife v was advertiſed | 
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$ of the one true God.“ Let us examine this little 


perhaps upon din the Scriptures you will meet 


<a 


Ne well as Come others. and to excite you TR" 


with contempt t that faith which was once delivered to 
the ſainſe f. When I conſider in what a ſuperficial 
age we live, and how prone the mind of man is to 


follow any thing rather than'the word of truth, 


I am really concerned for you, leſt theſe repeated 
efforts ſhould have too great an influence. upon 
your minds, and be atte ed with but too much 
ſucceſs. Permit me therefore, Brethren, to addreſs 
you on ſo intereſting an occafion, and to exhort you, 
with all affection, not to ww every ſpirit, but try 

the ſpirits whether * are + Brock the ſcrip- 


| dures *, that 8 4 all ſacred [tk 


gence. Theſe holy records are able to make you wiſe 


to ſalvation, through faith in Chrift Feſus T. 


The deſign of the Addreſs, which has lately been 


circulated among you, is to perſuade y ou to turn 


from the worſhip of 1 Chriſt and the Hoh Spirit 
to the worſhip of the Father only; or, to uſe the 


Writer s own words, © to exhort you to turn from 


« the falſe worſni of three perſons to the worſhip 
performance by that infallible .teſt of truth and er- 


tor, the word of God; and ſhould it appear, as it 
. poſſibly may, to be inconſiſtent with it, you will 
L pay no more attention to it than it ſtrictly de- 


Rua be eee, that jr bs nt eafy to deter- 


wine in what ſenſe Mr. F. uſes the term © three 


« perſons.” If he mean, three perſons, in the ſtri& 
fenſe of theword, ſubſiſting in proper and pure Deity, 
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with as little reaſon to believe this, as he does. 
Go is ONE, But if he mean, as from the con- 
tents of his book one. would rather conclude he does, 
that Jeſiis Chriſt and the Holy Spirit are v God 
in the fame ſenſe as the Father, or that they have 
not a real communion in the Godhead, ſo as to be 
one with him, you will probably think him greatly - 
Before Mr. F. has proved, or even attempted'to 
prove you under a miſtake with reſpect to the object 
of your worſhip, he has the conſummate candour 
to tell you in the title page to his Addreſs, © Ye 
« worſhip ye know not what.” Elſewhere he ſays, 
«you have formed for yourſelves ſuch fanciful 
4 Godsf”. You will conſider theſe expreſſions, 
not as argument, but as ſo many lively fallies of in- 
temperate zeal, not very becoming a young man, 
though a fellow of Jeſus College. 

' After Mr. F. has reminded you of the firſt com- 
mandment of the law, and told you what he has 
ſeen and heard in your places of worſhip, which he 
thinks to be inconſiſtent with it, he plainly tells you 


again, with fome apparent concern,“ You worſhip, 

« alafs! other Gals than the true God, ba iz 
4 what is faid in the Scriptures, Thou ſhalt not 
how down to them, nor worſhip them f. Theſe 
words are adduced by this Gentleman as a proof 
that you ought not to worſhip Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, but the Father only. You will meet 
with the paſſage in Exod. xx. 5. and if you pleaſe to 
compare it with the foregoing verſe, you will eaſily 
obſerve, that it has no reſpect to the Son and Spirit; 
bt to graven images, or any likeneſs of God made 
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it appeat that leds Chriſt and the Holy Spirit are 
nothing more than graven images, or likeneſſes of 
God made by men, his argument falls to the ground. 
And till this be done, 2 will ſtill think it your 
| as the FU —_ 12 


duty to Pay them, as we 
Bae.” Y 
Mr: N next infor N has 40 Jeb vah | 
« Jehovah, — that it was Jehovah who connted the 
heavens and the earth, — called Abraham, — 
© ſpake to Moſes, — revealed himſelf to the Pro- 
*« phets, — was worſhipped by the Jewiſh nation, 
« c. The inference he draws from hence is, 
_ «that the , who offer up prayers — Jeſus. Chriſt, 
«or to the Holy Ghoſt, are highly criminal 1“. 
This sal be rh were not Jeſus . Chr and the 
Holy Ghoſt Jehovah, or had they not communion 
in the one Godhead: but if they have, then it is ſo 
tar from being criminal in you to worſhip them, 
that it is your indiſpenſible duty to do it. And if 
you neglect to give them divine honours, and pay 
them religious worſhip, ſuch neglect mult be * 
tended with no ſmall degree of criminalit y. 
Vou will obſerve, Brethren, that Mr. E 0 
produced ſeveral paſſages to prove that Jeſus Chriſt 
is a man, and as ſuch inferior to the Father. But 
theſe paſſages are really nothing to his purpoſe; 
for they only prove what we ourſelves contend for. 
Ten'thouſand proofs of Chriſt's humanity cannot, 
in the leaſt, invalidate the evidence of his divinity. 
The queſtion is not, whether Jeſus Chriſt be a man, 
but 3 — he be not alſo truly and properly God. 
We as firmly believe the humanity of our bleſſed 
Saviour as Mr. F. himſelf does, but we no leſs 
firmly believe his proper divinity too. Our reaſons | 
for this belief will be aſſi you . _ 
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15 tecbetben ume let me aſk - Could w a+ 
who had no exiſtence before he was horn into the 
world, have {aid ” himſelf what Jeſus Chriſt: fays * 


of himſelf? © Before Abraham was; I am. I came 
forth from! wer er, and am come inte the: world; 
again I leave the' world and go to. the Father T. N 
man hath-aſcended up t2 3 he that came drun 
from 7 Song Man which is in heaven}. 
What-and if ye ſball fee the Son of Manaſcentd where 
he was rd. 0 C ald- that have: been ſaid of a 


ceivediof n woman, Wbien is aid of Jaſon Chriſt? 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Ward was with 

God, and the Mord twas:God.: All things tuere made 

by him and without him was not any thing made that 
was\made. And the Word was made fleſh; and dwelt 

among ut. Gloriß thou me, O Halber, with thine 
own' ſelf, with the glory which I had with; thee before 

the world was +. Neither let us tempt Chrift, as ſome 

of them alſo tempted ; and were deftrayed of  ſerpents H. 
ts the image of the inviſible God, the firfi-born of 

every creature : for by him were all things «ivy; — 
and he is before all thing. Paſſages of this kind 
might eaſil) be multiplied, but let theſe ſuffice for 
the preſent: and let it be obſerved, that they are not 

adduced as a proof of the Deity, but of the 

early exiſtence of our bleſſe Saviour. which our 
3 pears to deny. Nou if all theſe 

paſſages A Jokus Cbrilt, which few - upright 

perſons 1 doubt, are they not very — 

- expreſſions, if he had no exiſtence — | he: — 

n en a ooh into the works wh 


c * 3 the 8. 3 vi. 46. ohn ii. Its 
1 John wi. 5 We 1 3,14. EN xvii. 3 
1 Cor. x. 9. 9 i. 1 he 16, 17. | 
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[| this the truth, — could it be ſaid, that he was in 
the beginning wit 5 y with his 
i8 | Faber — the world was, — fore all 
= things, and created all things? l 2 
who had no exiſtence till — 1788 years ago, be 

= and do all theſe things? No, it is impoſſible, Bre- 
| thren, examine the above plain texts for yourſelves, 
8 and judge whether they do not contain abundant 
| proof that our bleſſed Redeemer had a real, and glo- 
rious exiſtence before the world was made. If not, 
„ think whether it be . for e to es 
ll! day ſuch thing. 

1 You will. — told, perhaps, that the above, lan- 
figurative, and — be ſo underſtood. 


ger t, "i will it not. follow. that the whole.. New 
Teſtament is figurative; and conſequently that the 
| hiſtory of the life and death, the reſurrection and 
aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt is nothing but an eaſtern 
| allegory? Or, how will you be able to diſtinguiſh 
| belt that mn is hr ee and that —_— is 
| Hor much ſo ever Mr. F. may diſa of 
| the doctrine of our Saviour's early exi he 
| cannot diſlike the advice I have juſt given you, 
i ſince he unites with me in it; and calls upon you 
to «point out one ſingle paſſage, in which Jeſus 
« Chriſt declared himſelf to be God; or one in 
d which the — declared him to be God. F 
This demand is reaſonable; and it is proper 
we ſhould attend to it. But before we the 
paſſages called for, me juſt to obſerve, that 
there is but o Go, — that apogee give 
aſſumed to himſelf certain names, titles and per 
fections which he does not allow to be aſſumed i 
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therefore,” theſe names, titles and perfeQtions be af. 
cribed to Jefus Chriſt in Scripture, it will neceſ- 
farily follow that he is God in a proper ſenſe. As 
Mr. F. himſelf ſeems to admit the truth of this, by 
demanding of you to point out one ſingle ns 
where Jeſus Chriſt is declared to be God, I need 
not attempt the proof of it. | 
The x 5 queſtion then is this: Do the Scrip- 
tures any where aſcribe the peculiar names, titles 
and perfections of the one living and true God to 
Jeſus Chriſt? Conſult the following paſſages and 
judge for yourſelves. Loot unto me and be ye 
all ys ends of the earth, for I am God and there 
is none elſe. Surely, ſhall one ſay, In the Lord have I 
righteouſneſs and firength, In the Lord ſhall all the 
Jo re RI an wal obey The voice of 
him that crieth in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord . Let it be here obſerved, that the word 
which is tranſlated Lord or God in all theſe paſ- 
ſages is JEHOVAH in the Hebrew; a name peculiar 
to the Supreme Being. Now I would beg leave 
to aſk, Of whom are theſe glorious things ſpoken ? 
Who is it that calls the ends of the earth to look to 
him and be ſaved ;- and in whom the ſeed of Iſrael 


ſhall be juſtified ? Does not the New Teſtament 


teach us to apply theſe paſſages to Jeſus Chriſt ||? 
Is not he the only Saviour? Is it not in him that 
believers. are juſtified, and in him that they glory? 
By the voice of him that crieth in the wilderneſs, 


are wo not taught by two Evangeliſts F to underſtand 


the preaching of Job the Baptiſt? Was not he tho 


Y * Iſai. zlv. 22, 24. 29. + Iſai. xl: 3. See Acts 
ir. 12. Acts xiii. 39. Rom. iii. 22. 1 Cor. i. 30. 


Rom. ziv. 10-12. 5 Matt. iii. 3. Luke i. 76. 


Wc Y; 
forenunner of the Meſrah, end ent to repate- -_ 
way? Does it not then evidently follo\ * 
Chriſt is Jenovan, that i is, the ſlf-exſtont, i 
pendent, eternal God)“, 

Thus ſpeaks the Old Felt and! if — 
pleaſe to conſult the New Teſtament, you will meet 
with this language. ae the fathers, and of 
whom as concerning the fleſh Chrift came, who is over all 
Gop LESS D TOR EVER“. hit is the TRUE Gon, 
ee e 2. 7 . N ID 
and dominion and power, both now and 
5 2 . aol two firſt of theſe paſſages indiſ- 
putably belong to fuk Chriſt, and. abundantly 
prove his proper Deity. And that the words 
of Jude ate a doxology aſeribed to riſt appears 
not only from this, that he is called our Saviaur, 
which is Cbriſt's ſpecial title; but it is he who 
« ſhall- preſent. ilie church without fault to bung 
«or before the preſence of his on 
Chrift loved" the church, and cave df fo ee 
ns be Ka preſent it to hinſalf a glorious church, 
or. wrinkle, — 5 without. ble» 
miſh + rag rs is alſo very probable that the Apoſtle 
calls him the how God in theſe emphatic words, 
Looking for that and the glorious appearing of 
GE en eſus Chriſt}; ſince 
the word and which connects the two. Jaſt clauſes 
may be, and oſten is tranſlated even: and ſince. the 
Father is never ſaid to appear, for he is inviſible to 
mortal eyes: but the Son will certainly appear in 
great glory at the end of the world, to judge 
1 If there be any — in language, 


es Rom, i INF 5. £4 4 # I 5 
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zs it mot evident fror\ ths 2 & plain declarations, that 


2 f wot that any one flould7 
kurt what was in man f. bud op 4 7 od 2 
faith Chriſt, that Fam HE WHO ſearcheth the reins 


in the mo ikew een e Zo, 1 am 
boos nope wr + an wy ee A year. Hence 
it is that his tempted followers in every age, and in 
Our L 


and for euer u. hos — A | 
of God? — poſſeſſed of t . 
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Jeſus Chriſt is the true the only * wiſe'God, 
and over all God bleſſed for ever? 
To what is advanced above 1 beg kan owt, 
that the Perfetinns of God are alſo aleribed to Jeſus 


_ Chit, by the ſaered Writers. Is 4 Bange 


the hearts of men, and their ſecret thoi 

culiar property perty of God? This is afcrib 

Chriſt. Lond: ſays Peter, thou © f 5 
note that I love thee . 


and the hearts*. Is omnipreſence a diſtinguiſhing 
perfection of God? Jeſus Cbrit is poſſeſſed of this 
perfection; for his promiſe to his people is, Where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, there am 


every part of the — — by um f. Ts 
almighty power a peculiar to Deity? 
Jeſus Chriſt has this ion, for re | 
1 OE un- 
able? 7. ee Ori he ſame ; 


3 eee He is the Ah 
and Omegu, the Fr and the Laff]. ST 
and immutability, omnipotence, omnipreſence 
trop ant tet ana; 2gatives of 
+ Johs and 17. . abo 5. 26. 86. 1 115 
| Matt, xvii 20, $F Matti. nevi 20. J He 


11. 18. Phil. iii. 21. * Heb, iii. 8. 0 8. 
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Deity, are in ſcripture. aſcribed to our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt. Theſe perfeQions are the glory of Jehovah. 

Has he given his glory to another? Certainly, he 

has not. Judge, Brethren, whether this be not an 

additional proof that our Redeemer is the living and 

%%% AAA ²ĩ'⸗T Ä 

Before I diſmiſs this part of the ſubject, permit 

me to obſerve once more, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

is the proper OBJECT of religious worſhip, as perform- 
ed both by angels and men, and it is paid to him 
in Scripture. Hence faith the Lord, when he bring- 

.eth his firſt-begotten into the world, let all the angels « 

Ged worſhip him*, hoſocuer ſhall call upon the 

name of the Lord, that is Chriſt, hail be ſaued t. 1 

beheld, ſays John, and I beard the voice of many an- 

gelt round about the throne, and the beaſis and the el- 
ders; ſaying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that 

-was ſlain, to receive pawer, and riches, and wiſdom, 

and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing ; and 

22 ears which * heaven, and on * , heard 

4, ſaying, bleſſmg, and. honour, and glory, and power, 

be 1 kun my 2 upon the ee 2 1 1 

for ever and ever}. And we have plain teſtimonies 

of divine. worſhip, paid to him when on earth. 

_ Thomas worſhipped him when he ſaid, My Lord and 

my God: and our bleſſed Saviour approved and 

commended this addreſs, and the faith expreſſed in 
it. Stephen worſhipped him with his dying breath, 
when he fi gene Lord Feſus, recerve my ſpirit d. The 

- apoſtle evidently. addreſſed prayer to the Lord 

Feſus, when he beſought the Lord he 


4 7 rice, that the thorn 
in the fleſh might be taken away from him. And the 
ſame Apoſtle frequently addreſſes Jeſus, as well as 
5 * Heb. i. 6. 4 Rom. X. 13. 4 Rev. v. 1114. 
John xx. 28. Ad vin 59. 2 Cor. xu, 8,9. 10. 
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the Father, in prayer; particularly in behalf of the 
Thetfalonians. Now our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and God 
even our Father, who hath leved us, and giuen us euer- 
e ee ux and good hope through grace, comfart 
your hearts t. And to add no more on this ſubjeQ, 
which might very eaſily be done, true chriſtians are 
repreſented as ſuch who invoke, or call upon the | 
name of the Lord 275 chill t. Now if the Father 
have commanded his Son to be worſhipped, if there 
be ſo many inſtances of religious worthip paid to. 
Chriſt recorded in the Scriptures, and if God only . 
be the proper object of ſuch worſhip, is not this 
8 N conſequence, that Jeſus Chrilt is properly 
But “ it is not proper for you,” ſays Mr. F. «to. 
«infer from this or that paſſage ill explained, that. 
« Chriſt is God“ *, True. Yet you are not haſtily. 
to conclude! that this or that paſſage is well ex 
plained, or well applied, when a ſacinian gloſs is 
put upon it, and thence infer that Jeſus, Chriſt is 
not God. It is an eaſy thing for men of ingenuity 
and learning to wire- draw and wreſt Scripture. from 
it's plain, obvious ſenſe, in order to ſupport a fa- 
vourite hypotheſis. This, alaſs ! has too often been 
done, and probably will be done again. Let no. 
man, therefore, decerve you with vain words g. 


But if Jeſus Chriſt be the true God, Mr. F. aſks 


if. 
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you, © Could God lie in the womb: of a woman? 
« could God expire on the croſs? could God be 
« buried in the grave? We anſwer, no; but the 
man Chriſt —.— could lie in the womb, expire 
on the croſs, and be buried in the grave. And in 
all this we behold his great love to guilty man, bu 


OY” OP: _— 
d 


2  _ ST 


I + 2 Tbeſf. ii. 16, 17. t Adds ix. 14, 21. 
p - 2 Cor, i. 2. * P. 8. 8 Eph. LO 6, | P, 6. 


10 


we ſee nothin ſhocking, or contrary to common 
ſenſe i in it. Why will ans (as theſe Gentle- 
men affect to call —— attempt to make us 
believe, what we deny? How often muſt we tell 
them that we as firmly believe the real humanity as 
we do the proper divinity of our bletſed Redeemer ; 
and that it was his humanity, not his RE which | 
was born, crucified, and b Bed? c . 
Since it plainly appears that the diſtinguiſhing 
names, and — the perfections and worſhi 
the God are frequently aſcribed to ous) 
Chriſt in the Scriptures ; — that, therefore, he has 
cotamunion in the one Godhead: Fear not; Bre- 
thren, that you ſhall be ilty of 3 while you 
give him the g lory which i at due to his 
nume. Truſt Ede und bre pray to him 
and praife him; thus you. will he the divine com- 
mand; imitate the practice of the primitive Chriſ- 
tians, honour your adorable Saviour, and n0 Iſs | 
will you honour the Father. 
The next ſubje& to which Mr. R end Sid: 
attention is the Holy Ghoft. * Our forefathers,” he 
tells you, . ſuppoſed, and at the preſent day 0 
««xatit people in many countries — / 17H op 
% man conſiſts of two different ſub( 
« which we can ſee and feel; the other, a — 
4 not to be- felt When 2 man died, they ſup- 
* poſed, that theſe two ſubſtances were ſeparated” 
«One from the other “. Why does Mr. F. ex- 
preſs himſelf thus? Does he mean to miſtepreſent 
TD 3 or to impoſe upon ignorant people, 


u they ſippoſeu ſo and fo? - Your wor- 
rs, among 4 pb are your BAXTERS: 


aid Hows, Four: OWENS and pop, your 
| OILERS 
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Warrszs and DoppaIDces, ſomeof thebrighteſt- 
ornaments of Chriſtianity, more than ſuppoſed this 
doctrine: they firmly belicved it. Indeed, this doc- 
trine has been believed in all ages and nations by 
the generality of thinking men; and numbers of 

rſons in the preſent day, of all denominations, as 
y believe it as their forefathers did. Now Why 
muſt theſe be called “ignorant people? Surely - 
our Author is not fo vain as to imagine that Un1- 
TARIANS are the men, and wiſdom ſhall die with 
them, Let me tell you, Brethren, that igne- 
rant as theſe perſons may appear in Mr. Fs 
eſteem, numbers of them are men of fund wiſdom; 
extenſive learning, and amiable character. hey 
are the excellent of the earth, in compariſon wich 
whom our Author is at preſent but @ youth, in 
DINt of. abilities and knowledge. What he may 
in ſome future period, 1 nd not to ſay. 
Time, however, will probably diſcover that: but we 
ſhall not expect to ſee any great proficiency in ſpiri- 
tual- underitanding, unleſs he ſhould have humility 
enough to oaya practical regard totheApoltle'sadvice;- 
If any man among you 2 th to be m this world, 
305 become a fool, that he may be wif: 1 Yet, aſter 
all, the queſtion is not, what did — the paſt or 
preſent age believe, but what do the Scriptures teach 
reſpecting this ſubjett? Do they any — teach, 
that a man conſiſts of two different ſubſtances, and 
that theſe two conſtituent parts of a man are ſeparat- 
ed at death? If you carefully examine the follow- 
ing paſſages, you will probably think they teach 
ſomething very like it, and will ſee, reaſon. ſtill to 
believe this doctrine, nene _ ir. F's at- 
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tempt to explode it. Our Lord gave his diſciples 
this exhortation, Fear net them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the ſoul: but rather fear him 
which is able to deſtroy bath ſoul and bedy in hell +. 
Does not Jeſus Chriit here repreſent man as con- 
ſiſting of two different ſubſtances, which he calls 
body and ſoul ? Is it not evident, that the ſoul is 
of a nature diſtin from the body, ſince men may 
kill the one, while they cannot affect or injure the 
other? If the ſoul do not ſurvive the body, or 
cannot exiſt in a ſeparate ſtate, would it not be as 
properly Killed, as the body is, when deprived of 
animal life? In the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus our bleſſed Saviour ſays, The beggar died 
and was carried by angels into Abraham's beſom: The 
rich man alſo died, and was buried, and m hell he lift 
up his eyes, being in torments, — and ſaid, Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and ſend Lazarus to my 
father's houſe, that he may teſtify to my brethren, leſt 
they come alſo into this place of torment}. Though 
this account be but a parable, yet, if I miſtake not, 
it contains a ſufficient proof of the doctrine, for 
which I contend. Is not the exiſtence of ſouls, in 
a ſeparate ſtate, the very foundation of the whole 

_ parable? Is it not the deſign of our Saviour in this 
Parable to ſhew that a ſpirit ſent from the other 

world, whether heaven or hell, to wicked men in 
this world, will not he ſufficient to convert them 
to holineſs, if they reject a divine revelation ? But 
if there be no ſouls exiſting in a ſeparate ſtate, does 
not the deſign of our Saviour appear to be loſt? 
Could a ſpirit, ſent from the other world, ever be 
ſuppoſed to have any influence to convert men, if 
there were no ſeparate ſpirits there? Beſides, if _ 
+ Matt. x. 28. f Luke xvi. 22—28. 
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be no ſeparate ſtate; and ſouls do not exiſt after their | 
bodies are dead, why ſhould Jeſus Chriſt ſo partieu- 


larly ſpeak of. angels carrying the ſoul of a man, 


whole body was Juſt dead, into Abraham's boſom, 
if Abraham's ſoul had no reſidence, or exiſtence in 
that ſtate*? Had this been the caſe,” ſurely the 
faithful and true witneſs would never have made 
uſe of ſuch language as this. The apoſtles, Paul 
and Peter, write thus on the ſubject. + are al. 
ways confident, knowing that whilſt we are at home or 
"ſojourn in the body, we are abſent from the Lord. We 
are confident, I lay, and willing rather to be abſent 


from the body, and 10 be preſent with the Lord t. I 


think it meet ſo long as I am in this tabernacle to flir 
you up, by putting you in remembrance: Knowing that. 


' ſhortly I muft put of this my tabernacle]. Now, if 
| 1b] 


language can poſſibly convey ideas, do not theſe 
pallages plainly teach us, that the body is the tent 
or tabernacle, in which the ſoul, for a time; dwells; 
— that the ſoul is of a nature diſtin from and 
more excellent than the body ; — and that the for- 


mer is capable of exiſting ſeparate from the latter ? 


It would be eaſy to multiply proofs and quæries of 
this kind, but I forbear; and ſubmit it to you whe- 
ther the ſentiment which Mr. F. is pleaſed to call 
«a fooliſh tale $,” be not taught in the New Teſta- 
ment, with abundant ſimplicity and evidence. T ſay, 
as ſome have done, that this was the popular notionof 


| Jews and Heathens, and that Jeſus Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles conformed ta the common modes of ſpeech, 
when ſpeaking or rg onthis ſubjeR, is ſayingno-. ' 


thing to the purpoſe. For let ine aſk you, Brethren ; 
could our Lord and his Apoſtles have fail any thing 
* Dn. Warth. 243 Cor. v. 6, 8. 1 7 
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more plain, to confirm men in this groſs error, 
than what they have ſaid? Can any man reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that theſe great teachers of mankind accom- 
modated themſelves ſo far to their ignorance, 
opinions and prejudices, as to ſay and write what 
they could to confirm them in their errors? Had they 
ated this complaiſant part, would it not follow 
that they are falſe witneſſes for God, and that their 
teſtimony is worthy of no ſerious regard? 
Mr. F. tells you, © the Papiſts have not failed to 
* make uſe of this fooliſh tale to very bad purpoſes, 
« for they ſay, that the Ghoſt is tormented for 
many years, in a place called by them Purga- 
« tory . . it would have been as becom- 
ing in this Gentleman, to have ſpared. this bold 
-epithet, till he had fully proved the doctrine to be 
nothing but a «fooliſh tale.” As to the Papiſts 
uſing it to very bad pupoles, we are not reſponſible 
for that. The abuſe of a doctrine can be no juſt 
objection againſt the truth of it. The moſt plain 
and important truths have often been uſed to very 
bad purpoſes by others, as well as Papiſts, yet the 
are truths ſtill. And if the doctrine, for which 
contend, appear to be a truth, you will not pay 
much attention to thoſe little arts which our Author 
has adopted, in order to expoſe it to contempt. 
„The Greek word in the Scriptures, which 
« means ſpirit, or wind or breath,” Mr. F. tells 
you, is frequently tranſlated by this word Ghoſt. 
But, wherever it is ſo tranſlated, it is applied to 
God, in the ſame manner as the ſpirit ot a man 
is to a man g. It may be ſo; but you are very 
ſenſible, Brethren, that allertion is no proof: and as 


Mr. F. has not condeſcended to produce his proof, 
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| he cannot reaſonably expect you ſhould beſievs 


him. When you ſay,” adds our Author, « ſuch 
«a man's ſpirit is gentle or untameable, you do not 
* mean, that the man and his ſpirit are different 
i perſons v.. True; we do not. Neither do we 
mean, that a man's ſpirit is his body, or his body 
his ſpirit. Both are neceſſary to conſtitute a man, 
yet they are of a nature diſtinct from each other, 


and the ſpirit may, and actually does exiſt in a ſepa- 


rate ſtate without the body, as we have already at- 


' tempted to prove. And although we think it not 


ſcriptural «to ſay that God and his ſpirit are differ- 


*ent perſons +”, in a ſtrict philoſophical ſenſe ; yet 


we firmly believe, that the Holy Ghoſt is God, and 
that as ſuch he 1s the ng object of worſhip, 
Fhe Holy Ghoſt is in Scripture called God; for 
by lying to the Holy Ghoſt, Arianias and Sapphira 
lied unto God 5. The bodies of the ſaints are the 
temple of God, of the living God $. But, the 
* ſays, your bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt ||. Is not the Holy Ghoſt, then, the living 
God? Beſides, when the Apoſtle prays, The grace 

of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all* ; does he 
not as really conſider, and addreſs the Holy Ghoſt 
as the proper object of worſhip, as he does the Fa- 
ther and the Son? And are we not baptized in the 
name of the Holy GhoftS, as well as in that of the 
Father and the Son? Now, without farther en- 
largement on this part of the Addreſs, I may ven- 
ture to ſubmit theſe conſiderations to your judg- 
ment, Brethren; and leave it with you to determine, 


whether our Author had any proper authority to 


aſſert 
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offer with ſo much confidence, A Your addreffes 

the Holy Ghoſt have no foundation in Scripture, 
« and hoy are ſtrictiy prohibited by the firſt: com- 
75 mandment, thou ſhalt have none other gods-but 


N 
are now ed at the laſt part of Mr. F. 


Aaureſi, in which he very briefly treats of the Tri- 
He obſerves, that  Triniry i is a Latin word, 


ety, 
2% not to be found in the Scriptures “. 1 hope he 


will e if I ſay, this is not quite accurate. 
ot properly a Latin word, but a Latin 

e 
3 We grant this word is not to be 


found in Scripture; tot if chown be-x — 
Daty, that is ſuuffciem tor us. Now, although we 


Sony believe; and readily allow: that there is no 


more than one God; yet (te uſe the words of a va- 
brable author, having none ſo pertinent of my oven, ] 
« the, inſpired writers do evidently make a diſtinction 
detween the Father, Son, and Haly Ghoſt b; and 


8 alcribe- 10 each, the powers, praper- 
ol true and praper Godhead. 


| An the pains of Deity can by no manns with 


Juſtice be applied to any being who is not properly: 
God — as. there is but one God — and as the per« 


fectians of Deity are in Scripture, applied to the: 


facres three: juſt mentioned, it would be natura} u 


infer, if the holy penmen bad not expreſſed it, that 


the Father, Son and Spirit muſt have communian 
in the one Godhead, and that they are in fome: 
tneffable manner, fo; united, as to be: included in 


* 


. 7. p. 5. + Such adiflinQtion 3 is manifeſt from 
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— b The-Scriphars- koweves . 
—— we ſhould ſo eaſily infer. De art 


— bear roterd in heaven, the Father, the M ird, 


end the Holy Gba, and theje three are one b, that isy 
they are in one reſpect three, and in another reſpect 
one. | And it is no odjection to this doctrine, that 
the human mind is not able to comprehend,: of 


conceive „ nn AE EIS 


ſtinction, becauſe it is conſeſſediy incomprehenſib 

and rauſt nereſſarily be fo —— e 
And dene are ten thouſand myſteries in the objects 
of ſenſe, which daily fu us, which no man 


Will ever be able to unfold... Every rationa} 2 
ture daily 


believes what he cannot 


— folly and abſurdity to den — 44 
ny pant of the account which — 


gem us of himſelf, becauſe the comprehenſion of it 
is above our capacities g. Such conduct as this 
would lead us to diſbelieve and reject the moſt im- 
28 truths of hath; revealed and natural religion. 


hus we ſhould firſt become Deiſts and then 
Atheiſts . 
Upon the whole, if the Father, Son 1 Holy 
Ghoſt have communion in the one Godhead, and 


be ſo united as to be included in the one God, 


will follow that no man is or can be juſtly charged 
with idolatry, for paying them religions worſhip, 
The objections, therefore, which our Author has 
formed for you in the cloſe of his Addreſs are un- 
neceſſary, and require no attention. | 
Thus have I freely addreſſed you on the ſeveral : 
of Mr. F's performance, and ſubmit what has 
wow advanced to you gment. Prove all things; 
that which is e. A 


+ 2 John v. 7. 4 Tarkon. lt I 90S v. = 
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May the God of all grace give you underſtanding 
in all things! 
I have no expeQation, in writing this Addreſs, 
of convincing Mr. F. of his pernicious errors, for 
ſuch I really believe them to be; but if I am ſo 
ppy as to prevent one perſon from falling into 
them, or toeſtabliſh any in the belief of the truth, I 
ſhall think I have not written in vain. 
Pardon the liberty I have taken in thus publickly 
| addreſling theſe pages to you, and permit me now 
to take my leave with recommending to your atten- 
tion the advice of the great Apoſtle Paul. Beware 
any man ſpoil you through 22 . Free vain de- 
ceit, after the tradition of men, Tn rudiments of 
the world, and not after Chriſt: For in him duwelleth 
ALL THE FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD cans e 


Nev. 1, 3 Brethren, 
5 T AL 66 Your's, &e. 


